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ABSTRACT

Zadie Smith is a new generation writer in the British literary world in the past 20 years. Her
works mainly focus on ethnic minorities, women, identity, etc., and on the hot topics of
contemporary Britain and Western society, which has attracted the attention of European and
American literary world. Among her five published novels, "White Teeth", "Northwest" and
"Swing Time" are known as "London Trilogy", which are written by the author on the basis of
northwest London region where she grows up, mainly shows the living conditions of the
middle-class and low-class people in London, especially the minority immigrants, which has a

unique significance of the times.

Based on the intensive reading of the text, this paper uses the third space theory to analyze the
"London Trilogy", focusing on the physical space, social space and cultural space of the city
of London, aiming to explore the uniqueness and cultural significance of the city of London

written by Zadie Smith.

Following the spatial order from large to small, far to near, the first chapter analyzes the
physical space of London City in the trilogy, summarizes the overall layout of the city, the
northwest region and residential areas, as well as the characteristics of residential houses, and
explores the urban pattern and living environment of London, and in-depth study of the

negative impact of London's urbanization process.

Taking the immigrants—the new Londoners who are different from the local traditional white
people, as the research object, the second chapter analyzes the social space of London City in
the trilogy, explores the living status and psychological state of these immigrants living on the
edge of the city, including the closed life and mental state of the first generation of

immigrants, the lack of sense of belonging and identity of the second generation of

II



immigrants, as well as the spiritual turbulence in the process of seeking identity in the

background of multi-ethnic and multi-cultural Britain.

Aiming at the special cultural mixing phenomenon in this area, the third chapter analyzes the
cultural space of London City in the trilogy, explores the conflict and integration of British
mainstream culture and marginal culture, local culture and foreign culture under the
intersection of different races, including the exclusiveness of the British mainstream culture,
the opposition between the eastern culture represented by Bengali culture and the western
culture represented by Britain, and the conflict and opposition between the white mainstream
culture and the black traditional culture in contemporary London. The unique image of
"White Teeth" - O'Connor is studied to explore the cultural fusion phenomenon and
summarizes its cultural significance to the contemporary British society and even the

postcolonial era.

Keywords: Zadie Smith, Physical Space, Social Space, Cultural Space
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