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Practice Approaches and Enlightenment of Education for Sustainable
Development in Singapore Universities from Perspective of Risk Society Theory

HUANG Dan - yang
(Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract ; As an island country with relatively scarce resources, Singapore is facing more prominent sustainable development prob-
lems. Based on the perspective of risk society theory, it is found that Singapore’ s social development in the context of the fourth indus-
trial revolution mainly exists: how to increase the number of labor force in the country and the high added value of human resources,
how to continue to support lifelong learning for all, and how to build a smart science and technology country sustainably. By sorting out
the practical path of Singapore’s colleges and universities to promote social sustainable development, it is found that in terms of talent
cultivation, Singapore’ s colleges and universities set up a variety of courses and degree programs with the concept of sustainable devel-
opment as the core, providing more learning opportunities for educated students at different stages. In terms of scientific research, they
actively carry out scientific research and innovation projects around energy conservation and consumption reduction, and promote the re-
alization of local sustainable development goals. In terms of social services, they cooperate with local and international organizations,
step out of the ivory tower, and become active advocates of the concept of sustainable development. Therefore, based on the cultural,
dual, and universal characteristics of risk society theory, colleges and universities should actively promote higher education activities
centered on the concept of sustainable development education to avoid and respond to risks, such as building rich and flexible higher
education courses, developing reflective and scientific research tailored to local conditions, and actively strengthening multi — faceted
cooperation with other international organizations, so as to promote the realization of the sustainable development path.

Key words : education for sustainable development;risk social theory; universities in Singapore



