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Cooperative Global City: Study on German City System and Enlightenments to Shanghai
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Abstract: Unlike the US, the UK and Japan, Germany has no global city but remains one of the
most important economies in the world. The study on German city system shows that Germany
is characterized by a network of several strong cities of nearly the same rank. These cities are
characterized by a well established division of labor and functional specialization. The city network
is highly ible and well cor d. The d alized structure of the German city system
enhances competition between regions and serves as means to find new and better solutions. Another
advantage is the lower level of congestion costs in comparison to mega-cities. The German industry
specializes in quality production in the upper segments of the world market. This quality production
goes hand in hand with a close cooperation between industry and services in close spatial relations
(manufacturing-service-districts). In this sense the thesis is put forward that the German city
system could be served as a cooperative or virtual global city. The experience from Germany gives
enlightenments to the development of Shanghai toward the international economic, financial, trade
and shipping center. The future Shanghai should aim at a cooperative global city which is based on
the cooperation of cities in the Yangtze-Delta. Therefore, the good division of labor and functional
specialization among the cities in the Yangtze-Delta should be established, the market but not the
government should work as the main and the ibility of the city network should be
improved.
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