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A Study of Townscape in Coastal Areas
HANG Xiaogiang, CHU Yun, LIU Chang

Abstract: Marine economy has become a pillar of the 21st century development
in China and coastal areas offer the spatial anchorage for the Marine economy.
Under this background, the coastal areas have become a hot spot of city develop-
ment. Increasingly, planners are becoming interested in the means to built unique
characteristics for coastal cities to avoid homogeneity. Drawing from urban design
experiences abroad, the paper proposes to examine three aspects of coastal areas
that are considered to be determinant on urban landscape features: local marine
culture, differentuses of coasts and vernacular architecture and landscape. Under-
standing of local marine culture is the precondition for planning characteristic ur-
ban functional areas; looking at the use of coastal spaces helps generate ideas for
shaping urban images; and vernacular architecture and landscape provide urban
skylines and sense of scale. This article argues that protecting and reinforcing
coastal area characteristics must be based on good understanding of city's tangible
and intangible resources and effective utilization of small details embedded in the
local built environment.

Keywords: coastal resources; regional culture; spatial pattern; construction enti-

ties; urban style
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Fig.3 Three types of spatial structure for coastal cities
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