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The Evolution of Singapore’ s Ethnic Relations (1819-1965)

LI Jing-hua
Henan Normal University Xinxiang Henan 453007 China

Abstract Singapore has witnessed two stages-a colonial period and then a federal period-throughout its history. The
ruling class form two different periods presented two different attitudes over the ethnic relations which ended up with two
basic forms of such relations apartheid and ethnic conflicts. Despite two major relation forms there were still tortuosity and
complexity existing in the evolution process. For instance the evolution form of ethnic relations in Singapore colonized by
Japan differs from that in Singapore ruled by Britain. Furthermore dating back to the beginning of the foundation of
Singapore its leaders had remained nascent but strong crisis awareness. The separation between various ethnics and the
inside division of every ethnic came into being when Singapore adopted a “divide and rule” policy during its opening-up
period. Moreover the conflicts between Malayan and Chinese instigated by the nationalism during the period of Federated
Malay States directly stimulated the independence of Singapore. The leaders of Singapore had sensed a dual pressure from
the peripheral circumstances and its own survival and development which led to the birth of its profitable crisis awareness.

Key words Singapore ethnic relations ethnic segregation crisis awareness.
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