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COLLAGE CITY: A CASE STUDY ON COLLAGE DEVELOPMENT IN UNIVERSITIES-

CONCENTRATED AREA AND SURROUNDING “STUDENT VILLAGES” IN WUCHANG

CHEN Xuan

ABSTRACT: Based on several case studies on the
rational planning of university campuses and the
unbounded development of their surrounding areas,
the paper uses the concept of collage city to explore
the close relationship between the changes in urban
space and the reality of everyday life, and points
out that if neither rational planning nor unbounded
development is a solution, collaging could be a
middle path between them. To urban planning,
besides modern rational planning, collaging may
be another spatial organization style for cities
containing both modern and traditional elements
and showing both diversity and complexity, which
provides a more realistic method for China’s city
renewal at the perceptual level.

KEYWORDS: “student village™; collage city; urban
informality; spontaneous settlement; city renewal
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Fig.1 Spatial distribution of universities-concentrated area and surrounding Fig.2 Collage of universities and their
“student village” in Wuchang surrounding “student villages”
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Fig.3 Street layout of Pengwang Village (distribution of main and branch streets on the
left; view of streets on the right)

Fig.4 Ads in the alleys
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Tab.2 Statistics on street scales and economic types in villages in the survey area
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Fig.5 Facades, materials, scales of buildings in “student village”
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Fig.7 Real estate development in Xiongjiazui Village
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