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On Habermas’s Transformation of the Rationality Theory of the Early Frankfurt School
Yang Hatyin
Abstract: The early Frankfurt Scheol distinguished subjective rationality and objeciive Rationality. They belonged o the consciousness philosophy and diag-
nosed that the spiritual and cultoral characteristic of the modern society was “the loss of meaning” and “the loss of freedom” . Habermas realized the transforma-
tion from the conscicusness philosophy to the communicative rationality. He distinguished system and life world and thought the basic illness of modem society
was the “the eolonization of life world” which could be saved by the communicative rationality.

Key words: conscicusness; philosophy; communicative; rationality; system; life world



