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Popular Culture Critical Theory of Frankfurt School and Its Contemporary Value

Z0U Kun

( College of Marxism, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430061, China)

Abstract: Cultural critical theory, which seriously criticizes popular culture, considers that it has been made to be
a“ commercial prisoner” and destroyed the originality and creativity which the culture should have possessed. As a
result,it will lead to a deceptive and manipulative ideology. The writer holds that the popular culture is the
product of the age, but the Frankfurt school is overly arrogant and radical. “Elite culture”, advocated by
Frankfurt school has already been addicted into the “utopia” of the empty art and beauteous romanticism and
completely overlooked the positive effect that popular culture brought to the society and the populace and studied
the popular culture with dogmatism. There are some drawbacks and limitations in the popular culture critical
theory of Frankfurt school, but it is good to discover the potential drawback in the development of popular
culture.
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