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A Transgressing Theory of Critique on Reification:

From Lukacs to Frankfurt School

SU Zhenyuan

Abstract: Lukacs proposes “reification” as a critical conception for the specific mode of production in

mature capitalist society. The capitalist commodity economy integrates all heterogeneous things into a

homogeneous form, and the relations among men are completely concealed by the mechanical production

process. Subsequent thinkers from the Frankfurt School extends the critique on reification to the critique on
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A New Interpretation of “Golden Partridges on a Painted Screen” and
“Whisper of Orioles on Strings”: A Narratological Analysis to Ci Style
of WEN Tingyun and WEI Zhuang
FU Jicheng

Abstract: The "poetic narratology" emerging in recent years advocates that the method of narratology
should be fully applied to the study of lyrical texts, which provides a new path for us to appreciate and
criticize the lyrical Chinese classical poetry. As a classic collection of ci in Tang and Five Dynasties, "Among
the Flowers" has exemplary significance in this kind of research, and Wen Tingyun and Wei Zhuang can
be the representatives of the poets in "Among the Flowers". The characteristics of Wen and Wei's ci styles
was described a "Golden Partridges on a Painted Screen" and "Chirping of Oriole on Strings" by Wang
Guowei respectively, which means that one is beautiful and picturesque but not fresh enough, and the other
is fluent and melodious like an oriole chirping on the strings. By means of analysing "Pu Sa Man", the
representative work of Wen and Wei, based on the theory of narratology, this paper draws a conclusion that
the causes of the differences of the style of Ci lie in that: Wen’s works are mainly composed of metaphor,
while Wei's works are mostly metonymy. The lyric subjects of Wen’s works are mostly outside the context
constructed by the text, and prefer adopting non-focus visual angle or external-focus visual angle, thus
they are relatively objective and calm. While the lyric subjects of Wei's works are all within the context of
the text, in possession of considerable "self-reflexivity", and mostly use internal-focus visual angle, hence
their subjective consciousness is obvious. The phenomenon of "time disorder" is comparatively Manifest,
the speed of narration is slow, the geographical space is deep, convert and narrow, and the image space is
dense and juxtaposed. While Wei's works mainly narrate in sequence, with faster speed of narration, bright
and expansive geographical space, and less image space, which are in the process of emotional expression.
The combined action of these factors leads to the aesthetic effects, such as "Golden Partridges On A Painted
Screen" by Wen and "Chirping Of Orioles On Strings" by Wei.

Keywords: Among the Flowers; WEN Tingyun; WEI Zhuang; style of Ci; narratology
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human civilization in general. Horkheimer and Adorno believe that the history of reification is embedded
in the history of human development. Whether it is from modern scientific rationality or ancient witchcraft
techniques, they all follow the principle of "representation", making various things subordinate to the
abstract identity. In order to eliminate the reified reality, Marcuse tries to construct the ethical scale on which
man is identified with nature, society and himself. Habermas advocates the establishment of the universal
communicative rationality to make up for the obliteration of human subjectivity by the reified world. The
transgressing theory from the Lukacs to the Frankfurt School is the theoretical projection of new changes
presented by capitalist society in the 20th century, such as the increasingly refined division of labor, the
high concentration of production, the more intense international conflicts and the growing yearning for a
new civilization. However, the transgression is essentially a manifestation of the historical idealism. On the
one hand, they presuppose abstract human nature, failing to see that the development of human essence is
a historical process. On the other hand, they relegate reification to a negative thing that is inconsistent with
human nature, and then regard material production as obstacles to the development of human beings.

Keywords: Reification; historical materialism; Lukacs; Frankfurt School; instrumental rationality; communica-
tive rationality; technology
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