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Characteristics and enlightenment of world-class universities’ construction
in Asia. a case study of University of Tokyo, National University of

Singapore and Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

WANG Baoxi, YU Qing

(School of Teacher Education, Jiangsu University, Zhenjiang 212013, China)

Abstract: The endeavor to build world-class universities has always been at the core of our country's
development. The construction of world-class universities not only should be rooted in China, but also
refer to international experience. Based upon" World University Rankings' of Times Higher Educa-
tion, this paper makes a historical approach into development characteristics of Asian world-class uni-
versities, typically as University of Tokyo, National University of Singapore and Hong Kong Univer-
sity of Science and Technology. The paper {inds that there is symbiotic relationship between Asian u-
niversities and governments in universities’ establishing, running and funding, and Asian universities
highlight service-oriented educational philosophy to meet the needs of national and regional develop-
ment, a combination of introduction and cultivation in recruiting first-rate faculty and building priority
disciplines in key research fields. Therefore, in the process of building the world-class university,
China should give full play to its institutional advantages, clarify the orientation of university educa-
tion, strengthen environmental and platform construction, and build first-class disciplines.
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