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The Changing Dynamics of the Urban Fringe in China: A
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Abstract: The role of government is prominent in the development of urban fringe in China. With a
case study of Jiangbei, Nanjing, this paper explores the mechanism underlying the transformation from
urban fringe to edge city in Chinese context. It suggests that the administrative annexation to counties,
the integrated management of development zones and administrative units, and the spread of municipal
level projects to the urban fringe contribute to the coordination of a diversity of actors and agents and the
enhancement of the administrative hierarchy of the edge area, which in turn serve as the driving factors to
urban expansion and post-suburbanism.
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