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The sanitary modernity of London in Dickens’ novels

WANG Yanjun
( School of Foreign Studies Yanshan University — Qinhuangdao 066004 Hebei  China)

Abstract: In the novels including Dombey and Son Bleak House Little Dorrit  and Our Mutual
Friend Dickens used air water and rubbish which are closely related with the sanitary condition of
London as the important descriptive objects thus painting a piece of continuously modernized picture of
the sanitation of London. By means of narrating the harm that the heavily polluted air did to London and
the masses Dickens promoted the public’ s concern with the air problem effectively. By describing the
polluted Thames and the sewage disposal of London Dickens represented the modernized governance of
London authority ofwater with the measures of cleasing the Thames and the construction of sewers. By
writing the rubbish of London Dickens displayed that the clearing of rubbish is an important duty of Lon—
don authority to govern the environmental sanitation.
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