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Abstract Most scholars treat the transnationalism and localization of the immigrants as a
dichotomy. Based upon empirical studies with in-depth interviews and data analysis this
paper argues that the new Chinese immigrant entrepreneurs in Singapore have been
simultaneously embedded into two or more nation-states. It shows that localization or integration
into Singapore and transnational ties with China are not necessarily a “zero-sum” game. The
result suggests that transnationalism and localization have been construed as a mutually
reinforcing strategy in new immigrants’ efforts to accumulate economic and social capital in both
the migrated land and the homeland.
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