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Abstract: In recent years, China’s air pollution has seriously affected the production, living and other
aspects and has attracted attention from all circles. This paper focuses on the progress of researches
which discussed the correlation between urban form and air quality and builds a research framework of
this issue, in the hope that urban itself can solve the problem of air pollution which atose from the process
of urbanization. Researches on this issue are not very mature but prosperously developing. According
to existing researches, this paper defines the conception of urban form and air quality, and selects the
representative indicators to characterize them including urban size, urban density, urban shape and etc.
Then this paper summarizes the correlation between every aspect of urban form and air pollution. Other
urban characteristics that may relate with air quality are also summed up. Then the mechanisms behind the
correlation are discussed in terms of transportation, housing and industry. On this basis, combined with the
reality of China, a research framework based on concept definition, index selection, correlation analysis and
mechanism exploration is constructed, and the future research prospects and key directions of this issue are
pointed out.
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