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Wealth and Power of London Merchants in
Tudor England

Cheng Xiweng

London was a metropolis of commerce in Tudor England, In the 16th
century not only the proportionate share, but also the absolute volume, of
the trade handled by almost every provincial port was shrinking to Lon~
don’s advantage, The rapid development of foreign economic transactions,
caused many people in business cireles richer and provided for their significant
political uplift, Those who owned ample stock of wealth naturally formed
the nucleus of a new and rising bourgeois,

By historical evidence, the rich merchants together with those gentry
who have glfé.dually manifested themselves to be bourgeois of their great

fortune constituted the cardinal momentum of social tramsform in Tudor

England,

Deficiency of Products A New Review to the

Rising of Medieval Towns in Western Europe

Liu Jinghua

"This article makes a new pointview to the problem of the rise of towns in
the middle times in Western Europe, The author assumes that the low
level of agricultufal productivity is the basic economical background of the
development of commerce and the rising of towns in Western Europe, Tr-
ade with Levant and edstern Europe was necessary for western Europe
to gain the materials of living, Therefore the towns gradually became the
market-places of trade commodities and the produce—places of manufactures
mainly for the international and interregional trades, Morever, because in
want of subsistence materials, many peasants who was unable to feed

their families became the original settlers of these rising towas



