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A comparative study of the contributions of transport means to domestic trade

in terms of carrying capacity in the top ten urban agglomerations in China

ZENG Peng'?, CHENG Hao’ & YUAN Juan'

(1. School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Guilin University of Technology ., Guilin 541004, China;
2. School of Economics, Central University of Finance and Economics, Beijing 100081, China;
3. School of Economic Management , Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541006, China;
4. School of Administration, Guilin University of Technology, Guilin 541004, China)

Abstract: Railways, highways, waterways and airlines are four major means of transport and this
study on different domestic trade contributions to the top ten urban agglomerations in China in terms
of carrying capacity from 2002 to 2011 reveals that different transport means have different trade con-
tributions and their correlations are either positive or negative. Generally speaking, only a few urban
agglomerations in China enjoy good domestic trade contributions in terms of carrying capacity but dif-
ferent means of transport do contribute to some degree to the domestic trade development and GDP.
The paper finally proposes some policy—making suggestions for furthering trade development.

Key words: top ten urban agglomerations in China; means of transport; domestic trade contribution

in terms of carrying capacity; comparative study



