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Comparison and Enlightenment of Pre-service Teachers' Numeracy
Assessment in Britain and Australia

YE Zhiqiang °, SONG Naiqing"’
(1. School of Mathematics and Statistics, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715;
2. College of Elementary Education, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 400700,
3.Southwest China Research Center for School Curriculum, Ministry of Education, Chongqing 400715)

Abstract: Numeracy assessment is an important method to measure the level of mathematics literacy of
pre—service teachers and improve the quality of pre—service teachers training. Numeracy assessment of pre—
service teachers Britain and Australia is to improve the quality of teacher training. Based on the specific concept of
Numeracy, assessment frameworks centered on "problem solving" are constructed, and the pre—service education
policy and curriculum reform are guided through the implementation of assessment. Drawing on the experience of
numeracy assessment of pre—service teachers in the two countries, some proposals are put forward: establishing
pre—service teacher numeracy evaluation systems is crucial to the comprehensive teachers training in China,
constructing pre—service teacher numeracy evaluation systems should focus on the actual needs of elementary
education in China, and cultivating teachers' numeracy should be the main goal of the mathematics curriculum
reform in teacher training programs.

Key words: Britain; Australia; pre—service teachers; numeracy assessment
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England's Inspection of Basic Education: Meeting Multiple Challenges

LIU Hao', WANG Jianping', YU Haiying’
(1.College of Early Childhood Education, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048;
2.Department of Education, Embassy of China in UK)

Abstract: England's inspection has been encountering some challenges in recent years. These challenges
come from a series of conflicts, including the conflict between OFSTED's decreased funding and increased
responsibilities, the conflict between OFSTED's intentions of imposing rigid control and schools' autonomy, and
the conflict of a scheme of top—down supervision and a scheme of bottom—up improvement. As part of the efforts
of dealing with these challenges, OFSTED has implemented a series of regulations such as introducing "short
inspection”, improving the inspector personnel, clarifying its duty and responsibility. These reforms have been
effective to some extent while bring some new issues at the same time. These new issues lie in the possibility of
decreasing of OFSTED's credibility, schools' opportunistic practices under the increased pressure of control, and
the loss of efficacy of the current inspection system.

Key words: education inspection; basic education; educational quality
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