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N . (4)Mr. Obama must tell the American people that

, , these, indeed, are the overriding objectives. (Owning
o , G.M., June 1, P. A20)
, o (5)Regrettably, Mr. Obama’s budget proposal
(322 does not call for full repeal of these laws.(Not Enough
s on Guns, May 19, P. A24)
, (6)But that does not change the fact that Mr. Oba-
8155 by ma was wrong when he flip—flopped and decided to re-
, . sist orders by two federal courts to release the photos.
, (Photographs and Kangaroo Courts, May 17, P. WK11)
. OB ) :
o @ T
( y TR : o .
“President Obama”  “Mr. Obama” ; ,
o “Presi- 5
dent” o
| , | “Mm’o ,
s o “Mr. Obama” N ; ,
, “president” : \ \
, “ e 7 “ Voo o “President Obama”
7 , N , “Mr. Obama”
(1)Mr. Obama wisely requested $7.4 billion for o
next year—a 135 percent increase. ()
(Census follies, Continued, June 9, P. A26) ,
(2)With deficits already at high levels, Mr. Oba- .
ma has reasonably insisted that health care reforms ,
have to be “deficit neutral” over a 10-year period. . . 7519151
(Paying for Universal Health Coverage, June 7, P. , o
WK7) . R ,
(3)Once a new rule is written, Mr. Obama should ,
submit it in legislative form to Congress.(A Roadless . ,
Law, June 4, P. A26) ° ,
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“President Obama”  “Mr. Obama”

(7)President Obama has correctly refocused Ameri- o
can attention on Afghanistan and Pakistan, the real front ,
in the war on terror.(Still Unfinished Business, May 4, .
P. A22)

(8)These are very tough times, but Mr. Obama ,
seems to have lifted the spirits of a divided and fear- o , : “President Obama”  “Mr.
ful nation.(One Hundred, April 29, P. A22) Obama”  { )
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Interpersonal Function of Address Terms: A Case Study on Editorials
PENG Ru-—qing
(School of Foreign Languages, Shaoguan University, Shaoguan 512005, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Based on the Theory of Interpersonal Function within Systemic—Functional Grammar, this study
aims at an interpersonal explanation of the two address terms mainly used in the editorials of The New York
Times in reference to Barack Obama. Particularly, this paper attempts to explain why the editorial prefers “Mr.”
to “president” in addressing the president. On one hand, this is required of by its function and obligation as mass
media; on the other, it is the result of the interaction and negotiation in terms of reading position among discourse
participants.

Key Words: terms of address; interpersonal meaning; media function; reading position
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