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Review of the Foreign Studies on the Illustrated London News
JI Nian

( School of Literature and Journalism, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan, Hunan 411105, China)
Abstract ; llustrated London News (the ILN) is the first weekly newspaper in the world which succeeds in featuring its illustrations
and combining news with images. It attracts the attention of foreign academics soon after its birth, and the research has lasted for more
than 130 years. The most prominent and concentrated aspects of the research are as following: firstly, studies on the historical value of
the ILN, seeing the newspaper as significant reference for studies on Victorian history; secondly, studies on pictorial journalism, which
acknowledges the newspaper as pictorial register of the world history and thirdly, studies on the image of Queen Victoria, showing that
it has created such three types of the Queen as “Queen as a Sovereign” , “Queen as Woman”, “the ubiquitous Queen”. Although for-
eign research on the ILN has achieved fruitful results, there are still some deliciencies such as the “British — centered” tendency; the

neglect of exploring China’ s issues; the lack of dialectical understanding of the graphic - text relations. The foreign research on the

ILN has inspired today’ s Chinese researchers in the following weys: we should examine the object of study comprehensively, should

pay special attention to China’s issues, and should explore the graphic — text relations in depth.

Keywords : Illustrated London News; foreign studies; basic contents; deficiencies; significant inspiration



