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Iam not sure what | expected to see and hear when | came to the exhibition,
From Beijing fo London, The Exhibition of Contemporary Chinese Archifecture
2012.

Since 2010, | have been to China many times for a variety of reasons. | have
visited most of the maijor cities, and although | have an impression, it is just that
~an impression. There is much more for me to leam and to understand about
such an ancient and deep culure, that has been, for most of my lifetime, off the
map.

China showed ifs true colors fo the world during the 2008 Olympics with
Herzog de Meuron's and Ai Wei We's famous "Bird's Nest” stadiium. | watched
the opening ceremonies in awe. The sheer magnifudes of the performance,
along with the intricacies of the chorography were sensational. This was fruly
afeast for the eyes on a scale | had never seen before. It made it apparent that
in China, size matters. In a country where new ideas and cultures were quickly
being consumed, the Bird's Nest come to demonstiate how architecture could
Ibe a powexful symbol of change. China employed foreign contermporary culfure
1o make a dazzling entrance onto the global stage, and we all fook notice.

Tomake up for lost time, China has had to move mountains, building ot a speed
and magnitude that hos left fitie fime fo think, The buildings that have emerged
during this period are of massive scale and buitt at break-neck speed, resutting
in a vast sameness and anonymity. - Size and speed have prevailed over
quality. There seems littie interest in what “quality” may mean in contemporary
Chinese architecture. From my perspective, quality refates fo the sense of what
Is inherent within, or authentic fo an object. In art, an object can impart an
atfitude or emotion that is expressed in its making. However, quaiity is difficult
1o achieve in mass production where the connection is lost between the maker
and the beholder. Quality is always at risk when speed and quantity are the
most important values. This lack of “quaiity”, or sense of authenticity, sense of
place, infimacy and personalty s what | miss in so much of he architecture hat
makes up China’s contemporary cities. | was therefore, very interested in what |
might see and hear at the exhibition.

| came away, energized and hopeful, and extremely excited by what | had seen.
The work by these architects, many of whom typically work on very large and
excellent buildings, were fypically small-scaled. However, the architecture
expressed a search for authenticity or "Chinese-ness” and individualism. What
became self evident, is that the seed for the future of Chinese architecture
resides in the smaller projects shown here, where intimacy, emotional
bonding fo fraditions, a love for materials, and the individual personaiities of
the architects were felt and enjoyed. Within these smail projects, a new and
contemporary Chinese architecture is in the process of being bom. China wil
definitely move through this inftial exa of architectural mass consumption and
ts infrigue with foreignism. Out of this, | can see an incredible future for Chinese
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ifect ing, where a conternporary kanguage will be: reshaped flom
Chinese culture that will replace what has been a pastiche of foreign styles that
have no authenticity or authority. China has an immense resource of talent.
The new architects will be allowed to re-examine their past tradifions and re-
shape it info new and uniquely Chinese confemporary architecture. The work
included in this exhibition shows us the way forward.






