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The Impact of Problem Structure on the Performance of Tower of London Task

Wang Jing, Zhong Ningning, Chen Yinghe
(Institute of Health Industry, Beijing Geely University, Beijing 102202; Social Work School, Beijing Youth Politics College, Beijing 100102;
Institute of Developmenial Psychology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the impact of two problem structure factors (subgoal and suboptimal alternative)
on problem solving of Tower of London tasks. 121 primary school children on grade 2-6 were tested by comput-
ers. The results revealed that the subgoal factor had interactive effect with suboptimal alternative factor on plan-
ning. The planning of subgealno—suboptimal alternative ToL task was higher than that on the other three kinds of
tasks. The ToL problem solving types could be distinguished into seven according to different problem solving
solutions. The performances of problem solving were changed according to different problem structure factors.

Key words problem solving, Tower of London task, problem structure factor.



