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Walter Benjamin and the “Fable” of 19th Century Paris
LI Chao
(Faculty of Liberal Arts, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China)

Abstract: The analysis of the capital city Paris in the 19th century is an important part of the
unfinished “Arcades Street” plan in the late period of Benjamin. Facing the 19th century Paris capital,
Benjamin neither reappeare’d nor expressed it, but regarded it as “dialectical image” in his own
unique “fable” way, and then further developed his critical thinking of the mass culture in the developed
capitalist era and the relationship between this thought and dialectical materialism. In the process of
concrete analysis, Benjamin regarded various people and space in Paris as “dialectical image” , and criticized
them with fable. On the one hand, he saw the commodity fetishism nature created by Paris under the
guidance of capitalist production mode in the 19th century, and on the other hand, he saw the possibility
of awakening under the ruins of commodities.

Key words: Benjamin; Paris Metropolitan; parable; People in the City; mass culture
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