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How French Institution of Higher Education Become World-class:
Characteristics and Enlightenment of Ecole Polytechnique
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(College of Advanced Interdisciplinary Studies, National University of Defense Technology,
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Abstract: Ecole Polytechnique is a top university in France. It trains a large number of elites for
French society. The French are proud to have such a university. In the long-term development process of
Ecole Polytechnique, some measures of running the university have been formed, such as emphasizing
distinctive military characteristics and the educational concept of cultivating elites, integrating arts and
sciences, and establishing the varied platforms for exchange and cooperation, which have effectively
made it a world-class university. On the basis of analyzing the successful practice of Ecole
Polytechnique, this paper intends to reveal how it may shed light on the construction of “double first—
class” universities in China.
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