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Fig. 1 Social-economic pressure index and land use status index of spatia expansion in Beijing (1995—2010)
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in Beijing
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Eco-environment Response to Urban Spatial Expansion
and Its Driving Forcesin Beijing

LIN Xueqin', WANG Dai?’, LIU Xu*
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Abstract: That of spatial expansion, land use change and their ecological effects is the core issue should be investigated in urban
sustainable devel opment, and moreover thisis also a critical topic in globa environment change. As densely populated and industrial
areas, metropolis experiences dramatic land use changes and therefore significant ecological environment problems as well. Toward
to China's new urbanization, the investigation on spatial expansion and its eco-effects could significantly contribute to improve the
land-use efficiency, transform the ways to achieve economic growth and finally meet sustainable development. This paper builds a
comprehensive index system to evaluate eco-environment response to urban expansion, and then uses it to analyze the spatial
differentiation of eco-environment response and driving forces in 16 districts in Beijing from 1995 to 2010, based on the remote
sensing data and related economic-social data of Beijing. We reach five main conclusions: Firstly, the social economy pressure index
to urban expansion of all 16 districts in Beijing rise during this period. The index of core urban area and urban function expansion
area have largest growth, while that of new urban area and ecological conservation area have more gentle upward trend. Secondly,
the land-use state index of districts except Dongcheng and Xicheng declined. The index of Tongzhou, Shunyi, Daxing, Pinggu and
Changping have fast reduction, while Chaoyang, Haidian, Fengtai, Shijingshan and Miyun have slower reduction. Then the
ecological environment index of districts except Tongzhou and Daxing showed an upward trend, with core urban area having largest
growth and the ecological conservation areas and new urban area experiencing smaller growth. Fourthly, the ecological environment
comprehensive index of districts except Tongzhou, Shunyi, Yanging and Changping increased. The index of Dongcheng, Xicheng,
Haidian and Chaoyang have the larger increase, while that of Shunyi, Pinggu and Huairou have the smaller increase. Beijing show
spatial patterns of “lower in center, higher in periphery” and “lower in southeast, higher in northwest”. Finaly, factors such as
population growth, urbanization, economic development, expansion of urban construction land and reduction of ecological land, have
huge influence on eco-environmental response to urban expansion in Beijing.

Key words: urban expansion; eco-environment response; spatiotemporal differences; driving forces; Beijing



