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 Statistics of Fires in London.

 IN the number of this Jouirnal for September, 1838 (vol. i. p. 283), an
 account was given of the formation and organization of " The London
 Fire-engine Establishment," which not only created for the first time an
 effective system for extinguishing or arresting actual conflagration, but
 also originated a regular accumulation of data respecting the most
 prevalent accidenital causes of fire, calculated to afford important sug-
 gestions as to the means, yet more desirable, of preventing the occur-
 rence of this formidable species of individual disaster and public dainger.
 As regards the primary object of the combination, the more prompt
 extinction of fires actually broken out, the paper in question shows to
 what extent it had been attained in the course of the first five years
 during which the establishment was in operation, from 1833 to 1837,
 from the data furnished by the registry which it regularly keeps of the
 lnumber, extent, &c. of fires in every year; the most important fact thus
 indicated being, a considerable diminution of the proportion which the
 number of fires wherein the premises were either wholly consumed or
 seriously damaged, bore to the total numnber of cases.

 As regards the causes of fires, the first class of facts furnished by the
 records of the Establishment is that which relates to the respective
 degrees of liability to such accident attaching to the nature of the
 premises or their occupancy. The paper in this journal already referred
 to, presents a list of those descriptions of occupation of premises in which
 fires had occurred most frequently during the same period of five years,
 stating the number that had happened in each kind of occupation; from
 whence naturally follow certain deductions as to the comparative chances
 of fire necessarily attending particular trades and occupations.

 A still more important kind of data supplied by the same systematic
 registration, consists in the specification of the ascertained cause of each
 individual fire. Herein the prompt attendance and the diligent en-
 deavours constantly used by the firemen of the Establishment to trace out
 the particular occasion of each conflagration had already been so satis-
 factory in their result, that the same period of five years had sufficed to
 reduce the cases in which the cause was undiscovered to a very small
 proportion. Accordingly, the paper in question presents a tabular
 statemnent of the several causes which had led to fires, and the number
 of instances under each head, so far as the same could be ascertained, in
 each year from 1833 to 1837 ; from whence is shown the relatiVe fre-
 quency of the several causes, whether arising from negligence, \from
 necessary nature of occupation, or from inevitable accident.

 And finally, a third statement in the same paper, combining'\ the
 materials of the two former, exhibits the several causes of fires in' the
 different classes of building,s and trades furnishing the greatest number
 of fires, specifying the numbers in each class assignable to each cause
 respectively; thus affording means to discover those peculiar circum-
 stances in a given trade which subject it to this kind of danger.

 Again, the quarterly number of the Journal of December last (vol. vi.
 p. 361) presents a continuation of the results of the operations and the
 observations of the Metropolitan Fire-engine Establishment, in the
 shape of extracts from the Report of Mr. Braidwood, superintendent of
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 256 kSat(tistics of Fires in London. [September,

 the Metropolitan Fire Brigade, to the managing Committee of the Esta-
 blishment, on the fires which occurred in the year 1842, including an
 abstracted statement of the fires during each of the ten Years previous.
 Here, again, the leading fact regarding the increased effectiveness of the
 Establishment appears in the still decreasing proportion of the cases of
 total destruction to that of the whlole number of conflagrations. The
 other most remarkable fact presented by this tabular view is, that the
 proportion of cases of fire in which gas was found to be used on the
 premises, had increased in the same ten years from one-fourth to three-
 fourths of the whole number of fires-a fact, however, which of itself
 calinot be taken to indicate anything beyond the rapid progress of the
 substitution of gas-lights for the old modes of artificial lighting.

 We now extract from the Anpendix to the same Report a particular
 statement of the fires which took place in London in each of the same
 ten years. The former of the two papers already referred to, having
 confined its list of the occupations of premises to those classes in which
 more than six fires had occurred during the five years, the present table,
 specifying every class in which any fires whatever have occurred, exhi-
 bits upwards of a hundred several descriptions of occupancy which do
 not appear in the former statement. In like manner, the account of the
 causes of fire in the several classes of buildings having, in the same
 paper, been limited to those classes (18 in number) wherein more than
 20 fires had occurred during the five years, the presenit statement will
 be found to specify the causes, so far as discovered, in each several
 description of occupancy, amounting to upwards of a hundred and eighty.
 Since, also, the latter statement extends over ten years in lieu of five
 from the complete organization of the Establishment, it presents the
 means of carrying out the deductions of the preceding paper with greater
 fulness, precision, and certainty.

 The following table, then, based on the experience of ten complete
 years, supplies all the further data on this subject which it will be re-
 quisite to place on record in the pages of this jourrial, excepting only a
 brief statement of the gross result of each succeeding year's operations.

 At a period when the municipal arrangements of our large towns for
 the purposes of public health and safety are undergoing so severe a
 scrutiny as that to which they are now subjected, it would be well that
 the subject of fire police should not wholly escape attention, with refer-
 ence not only to supplies of water easily accessible, but also to express
 arrangements by which the services of some police officer of experience
 in these cases shall always be available for the directionl of proceedings,
 where no such complete establishment exists as that of the London Fire
 Brigade. The supply of water for such purposes is too often left to the
 mere good-nature of private companies; and the lcss of life and property
 through the pure helplessness of alarm. of surprise, and of ignorance
 regarding the progress of such casualties, is very great. While there
 is a competition among some of our largest corporate towns for the best
 chief of their police, it would, therefore, not be amiss, were they to
 apply some of this spirit of rivalry in good administration to providing
 that each of their several police forces shall contain at least one person
 of skill in these matters; and Mr. Braidwood's is a normal school,
 in which they may always rely on finding men of character and ex-
 perience.
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