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Analysis of the Distinguishing Feature and

Cause of France’s Grande School

Take the Case of Paris Polytechnic School

WANG Zuo-quan', ZHANG Zhong-mou?®
(1. Institute of Higher Education, Xuzhou Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China;
2. Xuzhou Institute of Technology, Xuzhou 221008, China)
Abstract ; Grande school is one track of the great distinguishing feature of France higher education. There are
bright distinguishing feature and very high reputation inside and outside of France. The distinguishing features
of operating university are as follows the elite education based on high standard, specialization and small scale;
teaching paying attention to linking theory with practice. Paris Polytechnic School is the representative of this
type of university. The main causes of the distinguishing feature lie in state intervention, autonomy tradition,
special sponsoring concept and running mechanism adapting to them. We can borrow ideas from the study of the
distinguishing feature and cause of France’s Grande School to form ourselves distinguishing feature in the

running university.

Key words: French higher education; big school; school characteristics; state intervention; Paris Polytechnic

School
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