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development trends in LAC countries since 2001 by using RICYT data. The main
findings are as follows: the contribution of STI from Latin American region to the world is
not proportionate to its land area population and GDP. The STI in LAC countries has
been heavily relied on its so—called National Innovation System because the national
policies and financial support from the governments have played an important role in it.
Since 2001  even though there is significant improvement of the overall performance of
the STI area in LAC countries the gap of the STI level still varies among countries and
a further development still waits to be explored. Most of the STI are concentrated on the
state—owned industries in the leading countries while the STI in small countries and in
private sectors is muchly ignored. The declining economic development and the possible
political turnover might lead to a slow—down of STI development in the region. In future

STI could be a new spotlight in Sino—LAC Economic Cooperation.

Key words: Latin America science and technology innovation RICYT database

National Innovation System

Constructing Low Carbon Cities: Experiences from Brazil

Hu Jianbo  Gui Shanshan

Abstract: As a result of rapid urbanization and industrialization in China cities have
already become an important source of carbon emissions. To develop low—carbon city is
the key for China to realize overall emission reduction objectives. In this field Brazil
sets a good example for China as it is widely viewed as a pioneer in the practice of low—
carbon city construction. Back in the 1992 United Nations Conference on environmental
development Brazil made a commitment to take actions to mitigate climate change.
Nowadays by promoting environmental legislation advancing industrial transformation
as well as developing new energy resources it has gained remarkable achievement in the
construction of low carbon cities forging a so—called “Brazil model”. Curitiba a city
in southern Brazil has the reputation of “the world’ s ecological capital” as it is widely
known for its advanced public transport system and the low—carbon life. Its experiences
show how to achieve balance between environmental protection and economic growth.
Key words: climate change low carbon city environmental protection new

€nergy resources
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