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A Comparative Study of the Social Generation and Theoretical Generation
of the Frankfurt School and the Birmingham School

Gao Yuan
( The Research Institute of Cultural Development, Yun Nan University, Kunming 650032, China )

Abstract: The Frankfurt school is famous for its social critical thoughts,its focus on cultural began in the 1930s It criticized the
orthodox marxism as a starting point, absorbed the ideas of psychoanalysis, and carried on the thorough criticism in mass culture.
And the Birmingham school is famous for mass culture research since its establishment, it gradually began to study the problem
such as the working class,subculture groups and mass media, One research angle of view it the cultural elitism to mass culture.
The reason for the divergence of cultural studies is that there are differences between the two social and theoretical generation
contexts.Therefore,based on the Frankfurt school and the Birmingham school of historical background and the main characters
point of view, it analyzes its social and theoretical context. It is concluded that under the same in different social background,their
main theories it source, affect their culture research direction.

Keyword: The Frankfurt School; The Birmingham School; Social generative context; Theoretical generative context; Cultural
studies
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