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Regulatory and Law Reforms in Reflection to the Strategic Transit of
Greenhouse Gases Control in China after Paris Agreement
DU Qun, ZHANG Qijing

Abstract: After the Paris Agreement came into effect, the mechanism of the intended nationally deter-
mined contributions demands China to fulfill the international obligation of mandatory and independent
greenhouse gas reduction through the realization of relevant domestic laws. The current strategy that
China has adopted is the so-called cooperative control approach, to reduce greenhouse gases emission in
accordance with the same course of air pollutants prevention and control. In the case of lacking special
legislation of greenhouse gas control, article 2 of the Atmospheric Pollution Prevention and Control
Law revised and adopted in 2015 established its legal status and became its legal basis. In practice, this
mechanism of energy conservation and emission reduction whose aim is on energy structure adjustment
has become the basic form to achieve greenhouse gas reduction. However, the application areas of the co-
operative regulatory mechanism of energy conservation and emission reduction are limited in energy pro-
duction and consumption, thus not strong enough to achieve China’s greenhouse gas emission reduction
target by 2030. After the Paris Agreement, China should realize the necessity of the strategic transit
from the cooperative approach to the independent one. The imperative challenge in this transit is to pro-
mote low-carbon development mechanism in the whole regulatory system to combat climate change. In
order to strengthen both cooperative and independent regulatory approach of greenhouse gases control
and enhance the joint synergy of them, legal adjustment and regulatory reforms are needed. Main legal
and regulatory countermeasures include: to formulate the energy basic law, and strengthen the energy
clean utilization system, and formulate the special laws to deal with climate change, and integrate the
concept of low-carbon into the current environment and resource law and economic law.

Key words: Paris Agreement; greenhouse gas control; regulatory approach; energy conservation and e-

mission reduction; low-carbon development mechanism
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