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On the Air Pollution and Its Management in Modern Greater London: A Historical
Survey from the Eco—city Perspective
Yu Zhiqiao, Lu Weifang

Abstract: The industrialization and urbanization process has created enormous physi—
cal progress as well as huge negative effects on human society from the 19th century onwards
in Britain. Air pollution is one of the prices human paid and it has become a major problem of
eco—city building. At first London analyzed the causes of smog—type air pollution and deal with
it by air legislation and removing heavily polluted factories from inner city. It then managed the
emission of combustion gas, SO2 and lead in particular, from 1980s onwards. Since the begin—
ning of the 21st century London has focused on monitoring and reducing the emission of NO2
and PM from cars, roads, and construction & demolished sites. Those moves, from air legislations
to Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy, from congestion charges to Low Emission Zone, from Green Ac—
tion represented by cycling to the application of dust suppressants, shows that Greater London
Authority deals with air pollution more and more thoroughly over time, and the ways to clear the
air are also renewed regularly along the way.

Keywords: Greater London; air pollution; smog; particulate matter (PM)
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