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Abstract: Climate change has led to socio-economic impacts globally and also upon China. The climate
adaptation strategy includes the objectives to enhance the resilience of city spaces, to adapt to inevitable
changes, as well as to predict future changes to manage the associated risks. The statutory planning system
and governance approach are the critical components to enable the development of resilient cities. This
article discusses the concept of resilient cities in this specific aspect, and proposes to include climate
adaptation into China’s statutory urban and rural planning administration system. There are three specific
areas of effort to enhance the current urban and rural planning system in China: define explicitly and
specifically the goals and contents of urban and rural planning in China to support climate resilient urban
development; establish local plan making and technical knowledge framework; refine in further detail the
decision making process in planning administration and development control.
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