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Artistic Production under Contemporary Media Technical Condition:

A Reflection on Two Theoretical Orientations of the Frankfurt School

TAN Hao-zhe
(Research Center for Literary Theory & Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100)

Abstract: As for contemporary mass culture, literature and art together with the forming mass media
and its technique as its material foundation and condition, negative views are held by some Frankfurt
theorists like Horkheimer, Adorno and Marcuse who regard mass culture, art and literature as inte-
grated into commercial logic and ideological supervision in contemporary industrial society. In con-
trast, from contemporary development of mediumistic technique, Benjamin perceives a bright future of
new relations of artistic production and recognizes the possibility to propel art and literature towards
democratization and revolutionization. The two theoretical orientations, representing different under-
standing of the reality and value judgment, are explicable in their differences in theoretical foundations
and originating context. It is partial to favor either of the Frankfurt orientations or discriminate one a-
gainst the other.

Key words: the Frankfurt school; contemporary mediumistic technique; artistic production; reflection
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