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A Critical Discourse Analysis of Reports of The New York Times on
the Anti-epidemic Actions of China and Italy
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Abstract ; Fairclough’ s three-dimensional analysis model is adopted in this paper to carry out the anal-
ysis on the actions adopted by China and ltaly to fight against the epidemic in The New York Times from
the perspective of critical discourse. The intertextual analysis on the media’ s words and discourses is
conducted through word-level description, segment-level interpretation and discourse-level interpretation.
According to the results, it indicates that the reports on China-related events in The New York Times
often have prejudices, which has held dual evaluation standards for other countries and China.
Therefore , the blatant violation on the principle of journalism fairness is presented. In view of it, we have
the necessity to take a critical attitude to think about the ideology behind its dissemination.
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Tab.1 The source of case

e
K1) Today’ s .
World Business Briefing U.S Health Opinion A1t
Paper
China Lockdown 6/7 0/1 1/1 2/4 1/1 - - 10/14
Italy Lockdown 6/7 - 1/3 2/5 1/1 0/1 0/3 10/20
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CN: China Expands Virus Lockdown, Encircling 35 Million"*

ITA . Virus Lockdown Tests Italians’ Commitment to the Common Good !
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CN:Wuhan Coronavirus, Australia Firefighters, Myanmar Ruling: Your Friday Briefing. >’

ITA: Coronavirus, Mount Everest, International Women’s Day: Your Monday Briefing.'*®
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CN: No, this is no China-style lockdown. ltaly is a Western democracy and scofflaws will be
scofflaws. At most, Italians risk a fine if they violate the new regulations and it’ s likely that if they

drag on, violators will abound.'**

ITA; More Countries will have to adopt Italy-style Virus Steps: Austria’s Kurz.'?"
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(1) 0 7 M58 M A P A5 B2 CAL 2RO 7R B Y HARIE h 2 BT U T Ll AR,
CN:“I consider myself a veteran in battles” , Dr. Guan Yi said, citing his experience with bird
flu, SARS, and other outbreaks. “But with this Wuhan pneumonia, I feel extremely powerless.” "
ITA.“It’ s a reasoning that our colleagues make” , Dr. Guido Giustetto, head of the association of
doctors in northern Piedmont, said Monday. “It becomes dramatic if, rather than doing it under normal
situations, they do it because the beds are so scarce that someone might not have access to medical

33
care.” ¥

OB R SO BT R AR B Tl 1 5, (A 29T ) A FRE SR, o R A TR IR, B
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AN UL 2 AT LG 1) s A

(2) BEIRZ T, RARZS B T o RE S 7R L 1R S RE 1 S BUN A 1. (A2 ) X A
Bl HaE .

CN:“It’ s serious but not that serious”, said Mr. Wang, who works in an electronics parts
factory. “We’ re trying to figure out how we can get home. If we can’t get out on a train, we’ll try
putting together a car with a driver.” Asked if they were motivated to leave by fear of the virus, Mr.

9«

Han said: “No, we are not scared.” “It’ s the New Year, we just have to go home” | he said."*"

ITA. “We are the new Wuhan” | said Elena Lofino, 39, who works in a shopping center in the
closed-off northern region of Lombardy, referring to the locked-down Chinese city of 11 million people
where the virus is believed to have originated. As she hung out with her friends, Ms. Lofino said she
thought the measures made sense. “lt’ s going to be a huge sacrifice”, she said, “but we’ 1l
accept it.” ¥
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CN: On the Twitter-like platform Weibo, Li Haipeng, a former journalist, wrote: “What is hap-
pening in Wuhan is really outrageous. Can it be hollow to this extent, incompetent to this degree?” His
post was shared more than 41,000 times and received more than 5,000 comments.

ITA :Ttaly’ s social media feeds on Sunday were filled with famous singers and media personalities

engaging in a mingle-shaming campaign “You need to stay home!” Barbara Balanzoni, a doctor, said
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in a video that went viral in Italy. She said there were not enough respirators to help people sick from

the virus.'*
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CN: Japanese attitudes about China may be shaped more by criticism of the Chinese government
than its people, said Atsushi Kondo, a professor of immigration policy studies at Meijo University in
Nagoya. “ More people question human rights and democracy over the Chinese government’ s policy a-
gainst the Uighurs or Hong Kong”, said Mr. Kondo, referring to the Chinese government’ s detention
of Muslim ethnic minorities in internment camps and its repression of the pro-democracy movement in
Hong Kong.'”

ITA: But unlike China, where the outbreak began, this is a democracy, and debate erupted im-
mediately over how well the government will be able to enforce the new rules—and whether Italians will

actually obey them.'*
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CN:The shutdown of Ttaly’ s economic powerhouse could be a test for the West; Can China’ s
heavy-handed measures, which it says is a success, work in a place fiercely protective of personal lib-
erties?[lg]

ITA :He ( Giovanni Rezza, director of the infective illness department at the National Health Insti-
tute) said Italy was essentially faced with two choices, a Wuhan-style lockdown in which people could
not leave their towns, including in the economic capital of Milan, or the option the government took,
imposing partial travel restrictions and social distancing by closing bars and sporting events and thus

keeping people away from one another.'*"
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