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10 ““China Begins Sea Trials of
Its First Aircraft Carrier””
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1 The Chinese Defense Ministry said last month
that the carrier would be used largely for scientific
research and training.

2 Foreign military analysts say it could be a
decade or more before the Chinese can deploy and
operate a true fleet of carriers

3 But construction at a Ukrainian shipyard was
halted when the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991.

4 A Chinese company bought the Varyag for
$20 million in 1998 ostensibly to turn into a floating
casino.
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5 The ship that began sea trials on Wednesday
is in fact a retrofitted version of a Soviet vessel the

6 ““It™s a milestone for them and not only the
navy.lt™ a national date too ”” said Andrei Chang
the Hong Kong-based editor of Kanwa Asian Defense
Review®“But it the first step in a long march.””

7 Many experts say the carrier is unlikely to
deploy a fighter force until after 2015 because landing
a jet on an aircraft carrier is a highly dangerous
maneuver that requires years of training.

5 ““in fact a
retrofitted version of a Soviet vessel the Riga””
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8 Military experts say that a naval force needs
a minimum of three carriers to maintain a constant
sea presence------

9 Mr.Erickson an expert on the Chinese
military wrotef“Clearly the first Chinese carrier
aviators and ship captains face steep challenges
ahead.””

10 Many experts say the carrier is unlikely to
deploy a fighter force until after 2015------
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