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Abstract: In the background of increasingly severe global warming, the rapid spread of the reconstruction
of the urban space, the suburbs, traffic congestion have become a primary problem of city governance.
Function of the current development of compact city has already become the important content in the
process of urbanization development. This paper, based on the connotation of the concept in compact city
and urban compact degree of the related theory of knowledge, from the economic compactness, compact
shape, compact traffic degrees and the compact degree of constructing city compactness index system,
applied entropy measure method, used the data of national 16 railway hub city in 1986, 1996 and 2008,
to estimate city compactness. The results found: (DCity synthetic compactness is on the rising trend; @
Sub factors, economic compactness is on the rising trend, shape compactness is on the rising trend, the
traffic compactness of the overall declining trend in population, compact degree on the first increased and
then decreased; ®Big city compactness decreases continuously and big city compactness mainly showed
upward trend, large and medium city compactness major downward trend change @The main railway hub
city compactness overall level is not high.
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