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The Economic Factors of the Rise and Fall of the

Crime Rates in New York City (1980—2004)

LIN Guang
(History Department, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: From the 1980’s to 1990’s, the crime rates in New York City go through ups and downs,

which correspond to its economic development at that time. The author argues that the economic de-

velopment in New York is, to certain extent, correlates with its crime rates. In the 1980’ s, New

York City has just gone through an economic crisis, and its high unemployment rate, low income

and poor living conditions lead to the rise of the crime rates. While in the 1990’s, with the econom-

ic booming for 120 months and people’s living conditions improving, the crime rates fall dramatical-

ly. But the economic growth is more correlated to the crimes such as burglary, motor vehicle theft

than to murder.

Key words: New York City;Crime Rates;economic factors
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