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"Micro Centers''Revitalized the Historic District:
Study on the Renewal of the Suzhou Xuangiaoxiang
Historical District Against the Background of '"Smart City"

YU Ying GAO Hongbo WANG Gang

[Abstract ] This article illustrates the relationship between " smart city" and the spatial morphology of historic district and the ideals of

the intellectual development of urban spaces. Historic and cultural preservation and development is a key element of the " smart city"
strategy. Guided by this relational concept we did a case study of Suzhou Xuanqiao Historic District whose current public space lost
vigor and faced cultural decline. Based on local community values and the objectives of spiritual pleasure culture communication and
space-time accessibility we implanted a number of " Micro Centers" a. k. a. Multifunctional public space and implemented urban
renewal design strategies using smart urban technologies. These strategic designs have successfully revitalized the historic space

boosted peripheral urban districts and eventually upgraded public space in the neighbourhood.

[Keywords] Micro Centers; Historic District; Smart City; Xuangiaoxiang District; Public Space
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