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“World City” : The Reality Check and Future Orientation
Tu Qiyu

Abstract: As a response to globalization, “world city” theory has born in later 1980s and risen as the
key paradigm of mainstream urban studies, which also attracts a large amount of believers in the
practical world of urban management. However the defects of “world city” theory as well as
distortions in practices have jointly surfaced due to the global economic crisis. This paper gives a
multi-perspective re-evaluation of this theory. The author believes that the next phase of “world city”
researches as well as practices will be benefited from a more diversified framework even including the
possible convergence with other new pursuing of urban development such as local carbon development
and human wellbeing.

Key words: world city, globalization, the global economic crisis



