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On Expanding Community Supervision and Correction of Criminals
——A Comparative Study of Penalty Execution Modes in Shanghai, London and New York

LIU Qiang
( Applied Science Research Institue, Shanghai University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201701, China)

Abstract: Contrary with the stable and even falling crime rates in London and New York, the crime rate in
Shanghai continues to rise. There are many factors to control crimes. An important difference of the criminal
management modes in these three cities is that Shanghai ignores the expanding of the criminal community
supervision. “Expanding” here refers to putting offenders of short-term, especially under 1 year, imprisonment to
serve in the community as far as possible, while it is necessary to give at least 1 year for those ex-offenders
released after serving his sentence to serve under the community supervision and management. Studies have shown
that the recidivism rate of ex-offenders released from short-term imprisonment is higher than those of ex-offenders
released from the long-term imprisonment and community inmates. Ex-offenders within one year imprisonment
have the highest rate of recidivism. The expanding of the criminal community supervision will be helpful to
decrease the cross infection of criminals in the prison, to reduce the punishment cost, and to reduce the recidivism
rate. Putting more criminals in the community requires more appropriately strict management and necessary
punishment burden so as to make it conform to the principle that the punishment should meet with the crime and
responsibility and to ensure the safety of the community residents and relieve their psychological endurance.

Key words: punishment execution; community regulation; criminal law experimental zone
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